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An opposing view

When cause is good,
Secrecy is a virtue

WASHINGTON — The Us.-
Iran-lsrael-Nicaragua arms-
transfer caper will probably be
only a blip on the screen of his-
tory unless our fondness for
self-fageilation turns jt into a
serious crisis, The rea] danger
lies not in the misdeeds, but in
our overreaction to them.

The three US. goals in this
affair are decent and responsi-
ble: to free innocent h
to establish contact with mod.
erate elements in Iran, to help
freedom fighters in Nj
Most ul‘?iNMt is helping pa-
triotic caraguans prevent the
USSR from extending its evil
empire in Central America,

Under the circumstances,
aspects of our aid to the con.
tras had to be provided under
the cloak of secrecy. We demo-
cratic Americans don't like se-
crecy; but in dealing with im-
placable enemies, covert ac-
tion is often n

and
right. To be justified, US. co-

vert action must be enlisted in
a good cause, must employ le-
gitimate and proportional
means and, if successful, must
advance the cause of genuine
peace and security. When
these standards are met, secre-
Cy is a virtue.

The Usa;: capacity to keep
necessary policy se-
crets has been seriously im-
paired during the past decade
by ill-conceived restraints
placed uptim the CIAl by C?n-
gress and irresponsible disclo-
sures of sensitive information
by sectors of the press,
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Until Capitol Hil and the
Fourth Estate develop a great-
er sense of history and show
more responsibility, U.S. gov-
ernment agencies will be
tempted to circumvent what
serious foreign policy students
regard as unwise and unneces-
sary constraints on the author-
ity of the president.
ismWhat We need is a new fam'ée:

about the dangers we
fresh confidence in our peace-
ful goals and achi
and a recognition that we must
exercise our influence, some-
times in secret. Where UsS. in-
fluence and power have pre-
vailed, there have been
and freedom, as in Western
Europe and Japan. Where we
have fled, notably in Vietham
and Cambodia, chaos and bru-
tal tyranny have followed,

We shouid be less concerned
with the alleged arrogance of
US. power and more con-
cerned about the reaj paralysis
of US. power, a paralysic in-
duced by excessive breast-
beating. Let’s not turn the Iran
blip into a Watergate binge.

To supplement the Justice
Department investigation and
the Tower-Muskie-Scowcron
commission, a select Senate-
House committee should be
formed. We should al] calmly
await their findings before
rushing to judgment,
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